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relations of Japan with Korea and China. After the
Restoration in 1867-8 the Korean Government refused to
acknowledge the Mikado as Emperor of Japan,
or to have any official relations with his Govern- Kor^and'chma.
ment, which had given so much encouragement
to Western barbarians. In the following year three Com-
missioners were appointed for the purpose of investigating
the internal conditions and foreign relations of Korea, as it
was represented that the secret designs of Russia, coupled
with Chinese control in the peninsula, would endanger the
national existence of Korea, and that it was of vital im-
portance to Japan that measures be taken for its preservation.
An envoy was sent in 1872, with two men-of-war, to open
negotiations with the Korean Government, but he returned
unsuccessful. Similar attempts by France and the United
States in 1866 and 1871 had also failed. The obstinacy
of the Koreans caused great irritation to some sections of
the Japanese, especially to those of the Satsuma clan, who
tried to insist upon an expedition being sent for their
chastisement, but the majority of the Japanese Cabinet voted
against such a measure. Iwakura, the head of the embassy
which had just returned from Europe, became the chief of
the peace party, which declared that the country was un-
prepared for war, and that commercial ruin would be the
result of attempting it; the counsels of that party pre-
vailed, and the military ardour of the samurai was turned
into another direction.

The first important international question in which
Japan was involved after the opening of the country to
foreign intercourse arose indirectly with China, through
circumstances connected with the Liu-Kiu (Loo Choo) Islands
and Formosa. The former had a shadowy connection with
Japan, and received an annual visit of one junk from Sat-
suma to obtain the marks of nominal vassalage, while the
island of Formosa was to the Japanese a far-off land of
fairy tales and adventure, in which centuries before Japanese
buccaneers had won fame and glory. Indeed, as already